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The PCAFI congratulates
Presiding Bishop Lambert W.
Gates, Sr., upon the receipt of a
Master of Arts in Theology

from Fuller Theological Seminary.

Commencement ceremonies
took place on June 10, 2023,
in Pasadena, California.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Anita Franklin Preddie
apreddie@pcafintl.org

The Voice is once again calling upon the membership of the PCAFI to
help fill our magazine with relevant and newsworthy content. As I
peruse social media, I often come across posts that catch my attention
and think, “Wow, that would make a great article” or “That was really
interesting.” Sometimes the posts are funny, other times, somber. Many
times they are inspirational —based on testimonies, or church-fami-
ly-school-work experiences. The poster is not neccesarily trying to
present anything professional, they’re just sharing an experience or a
thought or a story that is meaningful to them. The passion behind the
post is what makes it interesting, and the more interesting or relevant
the topic, the greater the response is from the online community.

I have to believe that among all our pastors, leaders, and lay members,
there is a plethora of stories waiting to be told and an abundance of
talented writers who can produce articles for our edification. We would
love to share your contributions on the Voice platform. Our readership
has increased since we went solely digital because it is now accessible to
a broader audience, therefore, we are seeking submissions from all ages

and ministry groups. Can we count on you?

This magazine has survived for more than a century because there has
always been someone in the wings ready to take ownership and push it
to the next level with purposeful content to keep it alive. As editor since
2013, I'm now on the lookout for people of the younger generations who
have strong graphic design skills, writing and communication skills,
and a commitment ethic, and are ready to lean in and inspire new audi-
ences with a fresh perspective pertinent to the changing times. Let’s go!

THE VOICE is the official publication of the Pentecostal Churches of the
Apostolic Faith International and is published as a periodic digital-only
resource. Our mission is to promote the life of the PCAFI through a
unique mix of photography, reportage, and commentary for the uplift
and inspiration of all readers. This magazine was founded in 1910 by

Bishop Garfield T. Haywood as The Voice in the Wilderness.
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STATE OF THE UNION

THE PRESIDING BISHOP'S ANNUAL ADDRESS

CHICAGO, IL, Friday, July 28, 2023 — Today, I greet this august body in
the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. What an honor it is to stand
before the beautiful saints of God as we celebrate our 66th annual Holy
Convocation and Growth Conference of the Pentecostal Churches of the
Apostolic Faith International, in the great Windy City of Chicago!

As we gather in what I choose to believe is primarily a post-COVID world,
I think it fitting that as we prepare to celebrate God in a freer atmosphere
than we have in the last few years, we remember that many among us lost
loved ones and friends to the deadly virus which wreaked havoc upon our
world for nearly three years. May we all now bow our heads in a moment
of silence in honor of them who have gone on into glory over the course of

the three previous years.

I am happy to report to this body that on this day, the PCAFI is vibrantly alive and well! This is not a statement of
pride or arrogance, but rather in the spirit of the great Apostle Paul: we are simply but excitedly, reveling in the fact
that Having therefore obtained help of God, I [we] continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none
other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come (Acts 26:22, KJV).

Let’s now briefly ponder the state of the union of local churches of which the PCAFI is comprised. This can be done
concisely by considering our heritage, along with our purpose, our health, our impact, and our vision. God admon-
ished Israel through these words from the lips of the Prophet Jeremiah, intimating: But I said, How shall I put thee
among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My
father; and shalt not turn away from me (Jer. 3:19). I remind us today that we rest upon and remain informed by the
initial vision for the PCAFI as given to us in our rich heritage by our founding presiding bishop, the sainted and
honorable Bishop Samuel Nathan Hancock. That vision has been cultivated and enhanced through the efforts of his
successors in the persons of Bishops Willie Lee, Elzie Young, D. Rayford Bell, Alfred Singleton, and J.E. Moore. I can
only hope and pray that when my tenure as presiding bishop has concluded as seventh in succession, the vision and
path of the PCAFI will shine even more clearly with a brightness that radiates the shekinah glory of God.

This is a great pivoting point to highlight the production of our new indepth history book (On Record: The History of
the PCAFI) of which I pray all of us will make a part of our reading libraries. I challenge each of us to purchase and
study this book. We cannot know where we are going if we do not know and appreciate our heritage. A strong tes-
tament to our being alive and well is to reiterate our being unabashedly an Apostolic Pentecostal holiness church.
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STATE OF THE UNION

THE PRESIDING BISHOP'S ANNUAL ADDRESS

Bishop Hancock himself at the founding of our great
church is quoted as having said “The aim and purpose of
this union is to maintain the standard of holiness and to
perpetuate the principles of the Apostolic doctrine.” 1
want to go on record today as the sitting presiding bishop
by restating what most of us already know: holiness is
still right! Hebrews 12:14, wherein the writer enjoins
believers to Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord, is still an operative mantra
of our body. Indeed, the pursuit of holiness should be a
lifelong quest of all believers. Yet we must understand
that pursuing holiness and being progressive are not
opposing constructs of their own accord. Both can be
done while not sacrificing the other. The PCAFI remains
committed to the Apostolic tenets of water baptism in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38) and receiving
the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of
speaking in other tongues (Acts 2:4). I especially chal-
lenge our young pastors, ministers, and leaders to not
allow a thirst for numeric growth to cause you to morph
into something other than that for which God is calling.
While increasing the size of our congregations is a
worthy desire with scriptural basis when steeped in
proper motives, numeric growth should not necessarily
be prioritized as our prime motivation. It is the seeking of
God’s Kingdom with all being done for His glory that
truly matters. It is the fundamental ministry gifts as
outlined in Ephesians 4:12, buttressed by all other gifts of
the Spirit that will result in . . . the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ. May God release all of His people from the desire
to be superstars and replace it with a heart of servant-
hood!

An expanding mindset of servanthood most certainly
contributes to the PCAFI being alive and well. Our inter-
national auxiliary leaders are continually challenged to
lean away from being program facilitators and instead
become equippers to the corresponding leaders they
oversee at both the district council and local church
levels. While hosting conferences and events can have
their place, I remind them that growth is not an event

but rather it is the fostering of an environment that
promotes lifetime learning, spirituality, and Kingdom
strategies that will lead to sustained growth. Leadership
throughout every tier of our worldwide body should not
center around the aggrandizement of individuals and their
personal fiefdoms and ego insecurities. Everything leaders
do should be for the glory of God, the edification of His
body, which is the church, and the winning of souls for
Christ.

What does servanthood, in a corporate sense, look like in
the current construct of the PCAFI? I suggest to you that it
rests upon four (4) purpose pillars which are:

* Advancing God’s Kingdom

* Leveraging our worldwide influence

* Building exceptional experiences (both in person and
virtually)

* Enabling an enhanced impact of pastors and churches

The more the PCAFI builds upon and practices the under-
lying implications of each of these pillars, the stronger our
international church will be, thereby ferreting the spirit of
excellence out into our district councils, various regions,
and local churches.

“The PCAFI remains committed to the Apos-
tolic tenets of water baptism in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ and receiving the
baptism of the Holy Spirit with the initial

evidence of speaking in other tongues.”

Let’s briefly take a closer look at the health of the PCAFI. Our
financial health has never been better. You will find when
the financial report is given this week, that for the first time,
we can truly praise God for having funds that extend into the
seven-digit figures—God be praised! The footprint of the
PCAFI is steadily growing with a constituency of churches
that span the globe crossing six continents and various
regions. Our roster of churches worldwide has now swollen
into an excess of 800 plus churches with approximately 400
in the United States alone, as an example. We have new
support partners such as the Lilly Foundation and Fuller
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STATE OF THE UNION

THE PRESIDING BISHOP'S ANNUAL ADDRESS

Theological Seminary, just to name a few. We
continue to build strong communities between
churches within our PCAFI body and compatible
entities outside the church, all of which results in
a greater span of influence. We also continue to
engage our pastors and leaders on a consistent
basis, enhancing skill sets to more effectively
serve God’s kingdom and His people. The impact
in our current construct is more robust now than
in other time in our history. During this adminis-
tration, we have effectuated the following:

Experienced exponential denomina-
tional growth

Established the executive office

Married Bell Apostolic Bible College and
PCAFI to form the PCAFI Ministerial
Institute (PMI)

Raised the profile of pastors
Received grants totaling $2.5 million

Received advanced training through
Fuller Theological Seminary

Established the Ministerial Excellence
Center (MECQ)

Improved the experience of our annual
conferences (GROWTH and LEAD)

Expanded the PCAFI footprint

NG
MINISTERIAL

EXCELLENCE
CENTER

Ministerial Excellence Center (MEC)

One of our shining new initiatives (designed and imple-
mented) is the Ministerial Excellence Center:

* Developed as a result of a $1,000,000 grant from the
Lilly Foundation and matched by the PCAFI with
$500,000 to bless pastors with economic challenges.

* Hired staff that reports to the executive office.

* Facilitated two grant/scholarship cycles.

* 23 U.S. grants distributed totaling $173,500.

* 118 non-U.S. grants distributed totaling $52,500.

* 11 scholarships totaling $27,500.

* $253,500 total monies awarded through the ministerial
excellence fund

The MEC program has been acknowledged by cohort
peers as inspiring.

Faith at Home Initiative

This is a brand-new program that is in the developmental
stage and has already been funded with a $1,250,000
grant.

PCAFI Community Impact Empowerment

Program (PCIE)

I encourage all of our churches to take advantage of our
PCIE program for training and leveraging our local
church leadership to carry their Holy Ghost endowed
influence into their surrounding communities, even into
the marketplace. Presently, we have approximately 30
churches participating. I pray that number will burgeon at
this convocation.

I want to intimate to this body that the PCAFI always has
skin in the game due to the generosity of executive leader-
ship. All grants that we have been blessed to receive have
required that we expend hundreds of thousands of dollars
in matching funds from the parent body. The PCAFI is
committed to the advancement of our local churches and
their leadership. To this end, we have put our money
where our mouth is!
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THE PRESIDING BISHOP'S ANNUAL ADDRESS

I reiterate my vision of a few years past, which is for
our church to be vibrant, nimble, responsive to the
times, and forward-looking. While respecting our rich
past, heritage, and legacy, I refuse to bow down at the
altar of yesterday’s glories and past successes, hence,
making an idol of what was but no longer is. In truth,
such a mindset stifles vision and inhibits us from
clearly seeing where the glory cloud of the presence of
the Lord is now traversing. I don’t want us to miss
where God is now while being fixated on where He
was. Our forces, instead, must be mobilized to stay in
sync with the divine presence. Our organization has
changed, is changing, and must change, to engage the
world for Christ and advance His kingdom in the most
effective way. It is important that we see the Holy
Spirit, God’s agent of change, as more than just
divinity personalized or manifested as Spirit, but
moreover we also must see the Holy Spirit as the
implementer of change in the present construct of the
church, thereby retooling us and freshening our face or
outward veneer to appeal to our present age. The Holy
Spirit can be trusted to facilitate change in the body of
Christ while maintaining its timeless mission.

Sometimes an unwillingness to change or modify
points to a lack of trust in God. I'm reminded of the
words of Jesus spoken to Peter highlighting the stabil-
ity of the church in a world that will only become more
unstable. The Master told Peter that Jesus has built His
church so strong until it is able to withstand changes
within while handling the pressure of the forces
wherein it finds itself surrounded. The church can
change and still be holy. The church can change and
still be Apostolic in terms of pure doctrinal belief.
Please note my emphasis on pure doctrinal belief! Pec-
cadillos, personal preferences, man-made standards
and rules are not doctrine. The church is built on the
divine revelation of God in the person of Jesus Christ
through the effectual working of the Holy Spirit in the
hearts of believers and the world at large, which will
ultimately result in the restoration of God’s Kingdom.

“The church can change and
still be Apostolic in terms of
pure doctrinal belief.”

In closing, I challenge each of us to take the PCAFI seri-
ously. Our connection with it must not be one of casual-
ness, if truly we are to be a force of maximum impact for
the cause of God’s Kingdom. I say to all of us who make
up this great reformation, let us come and stay at our mid-
winters and convocations throughout their entirety. May
we support its efforts with our time, treasure, and talent.
We must be pliable and open to Spirit-driven change. We
have to do the work of the ministry outside of our corpo-
rate gatherings, out in the regional and local fields. We
must continue to commit ourselves to training that is of
substantive quality. We must be unified and not divisive.
Let me interject here with a little vigor: international aux-
iliaries, district councils, and dioceses must not view
themselves as individual fiefdoms —but rather under-
stand that they are part of a larger, greater whole and
must galvanize around our common vision. A house
divided against itself cannot stand! Our vision must incor-
porate the great commission and our world view from the
local church through the regional dioceses and councils to
the international body must be worldwide and missional
in nature. We must be positive in mindset. We must
believe!
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Kingdom Operations Team

Thank you!

On behalf of Presiding Bishop Gates, we want to say thank you to all of our
Kingdom Operations team workers, aka “The #KOTeam” for all your hard
work, sacrifices, and labors of love at IHC23. You made this event all that
God intended for it to be! The #KOTeam form is online at pcafintl.org for
all who desire to work with us in Dallas, Texas, for IHC2024. Please fill out
the form now and our #KOTeam staff will be in touch with you soon.

Thank you again and we can't wait to see you!

Sincerely
Elder Aaron Porter, Sr.
Executive Assistant of Logistics

About KO

The #KOTeam is our call to serve—whenever or wherever we are needed to lend our

gifts, time, talents, and abilities for Kingdom advancement. Our motto is “We will do

whatsoever our hands find to do to fulfill the vision of the PCAFI!"
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A FUNDRAISING AND AWARENESS EFFORT FOR

4 A
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT
GLOBAL MISSIONS
EVANGELISM & OUTREACH
\ J

“We're galvanizing all of our churches and members
across the globe to raise awareness of our organiza-
tion’s efforts in missions and outreach. We're also
fundraising to support the international auxiliaries
of Global Missions, Church Development, and Evan-
gelism and Outreach. Save the date and make plans
to share your support on Oct 1!”

Maggie Stevenson
Assistant Director of Global Missions
Coordinator, PCAFI Cares

Be a part of something great!
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Global Missions Auxiliary
Suffragan Bishop Melvyn Little, Jr., Director

The U.S. Government recently announced a Humanitarian Parole program for nationals of Cuba,
Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela who are seeking safe haven within the United States due to the condi-
tions in their countries. With this program in place, the PCAFI Global Missions Auxiliary announces
a unique opportunity for you to support immigrants from these countries. As a supporter, you will
demonstrate that you are a U.S. citizen that has the financial resources to maintain and support a ben-
eficiary for the duration of their parole period. Your support will help immigrants have a better quality
of life through housing, food, employment opportunities, and more. Bishops Jean Ernest Chervil and
Jean Bony D’Aout of the PCAFI Haitian Diocese are working in conjunction with Global Missions to
coordinate eligible beneficiaries. If you are interested in sponsoring a beneficiary or want to learn
more about this program and the process, contact Suffragan Bishop Melvyn Little, Jr., at mlittle@p-
cafintl.org or Maggie Stevenson at mstevenson@pcafintl.org. Detailed information will also be on the

PCAFI website soon. Please give prayerful consideration to this great need.
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CONVOCATION RECAP
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50 souls won to Christ through the baptism
of the Holy Ghost

Donna Marie Stancil-Grifﬁn
AMAZING CONVOCATION!
PCAFI RULESH

The powerful move of God through
Presiding Bishop Gates on Sunday morning

Isiah Micke|

PCAFI done wo
N conventj
awardur ention of the year

” Jaelyn Maxine
E .

Evangelism and Outreach’s “Let’s Heal
Chicago”

Bishop Tudor Bismark’s unforgettable “Light
of the World” moment

Suc i
h an amazing Convocationi

Global Missions’ colorful and inspiring

; Shari :
International Day ari Gandy Harris

The bldg. beenA all week
Dr. Myron Williams and Gospel Music
Heritage Night

Renee powe

THISISONEFOR THE RECORD BOOKs
AL L 1 TV N &

@ Joel Davig Trout

Thee best convocation this year of al|

The powerful and anointed preachers and
teachers —both guests and home alike

The iconic Bishop T. D. Jakes on
closing night

Tierra Teri Byrd Thaxton
Bi
ishop Lambert Wade Gates sr. thanks for

being an Awes
Ome Leader! |HC
been Outstanding! ok 2023 has

We say IHC23 owes us nothing! [

To help share this story, the Voice |
turned to social media to find /”
some of the best reviews! |
|




CONVOCATION RECAP

Sterling Lester

What a blessing this whole conference was and
the best part my son Sterling 8yrs old received the
Holy Ghost Lord we thank you

Larry D. Scott
Being there to experience the glory on so
many levels was phenomenal.

Kathy Leverette - Sanders
| watched online and God knows it blessed my whole ..

life!! Sunday morning was an Holy Ghost 545
explosion3&

Myleita Williams
50 Souls for the Kingdom of God "

Martha Donahue
The presence of the Lord saturated the
atmosphere the entire week.

Galen Carlos Nelson

An UNDESCRIBABLE experience this 2023 IHC, that NO
WORDS can describe - you had to be there to fully under-
stand the ESSENSE and POWER of THIS IHC... PERIODT!...
FULLY-STOP!!! A MORE-THAN PHENOMENAL experience of
GOD'S HAND!! ALL the descriptive words on this post
CANNOT collectively describe the 2023 PCAFI IHC experi-
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Teresa Gray

Three words, it was lit!!!

Scherrie Mitchell

Wooooo000! The whole week was just
FABULOUS! There was wonderful singing and
preaching! And when Bishop T.D. Jakes was
preaching it was everything. He looked like he
was REALLY enjoying himself. If | had actually
been in the building, hmph, ain’t no telling!
Everything that | saw was great! Wonderful job.

Gerald 'jj' Johnson

1.) This was my first Convention experience as a
newly joined pastor of The PCAFI and what | was
really most impressed by was simply the outpour-
ing of LOVE shown to me and my wife Jytone
Johnson.

2.) The hunger of the saints, especially young peo-

plethat lead to an undeniable outpouring of the
baptism of the Holy Ghost "I Can't Stand It!"

3.) All of the pastors that cried out and got
"ALTERED ON THE ALTAR"

4.) All of the volunteers and people who worked
tirelessly behind the scenes

5.) finally ,BISHOP LAMBERT GATES SR ....he has
certainly been ordained to lead in these times and
in this season. Very impressed with his leadership.
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#HHC25
{ = @VAN =

Darlene Love
When | tell you God has been showing out in this

convention j3 & 5.5 5 & & &

Joyce Haynes

This was a a wonderful, spirit filled, anointed
convention. | am so glad God provided me an
opportunity to attend.

Smile Daja

Outstanding!!!! This has been a phenomenal week!

First Lady Lawrensa Saucer

Have you ever gone somewhere and the directional
signage were miles apart and you questioned if you

were heading in the right direction? Well, that wasn't

the case at Pentecostal Churches of the Apostolic Faith ***
International, Inc. Holy Convocation. They had signs at
least every 30 feet guiding us to the right direction. So
many establishments could use this as great example.
PCAFI had us covered.

Bible Jones- Gardner
| won't miss another one. California was fun but
this one was better. I'll be in Dallas next year!

Robyn Shivers

See y'all in Dallas!

Shardy Shard Wagner
Oh is that right? Toronto in 2025? Oh I'm there! = ***




CONVOCATION RECAP

. Two Longtime Servants Honored
Clergy Elevations

CONSECRATIONS Bishop John T. Leslie, Jr., PCAFI general secretary,

Bishops was honored at a ticketed tribute dinner on Sunday,
July 30 in recognition of his nearly 50 years of service
to the Board of Directors and the Executive Bishops
Cabinet. He is the senior pastor of the Church of Jesus
Christ in Washington, D.C. and is married to Lady

Louise Leslie.

James Edwell, Jr.
Pittsburg, PA

Michael E. Ford, Jr.

Louisville, KY

CONFIRMATIONS
Deacon Gene Claxton was honored at a private

dinner on Monday, July 31 hosted by the Interna-
tional Christian Education Auxiliary where he

District Elders

Larry Jones

Chicago, IL c c
e served for more than 40 years as assistant superin-

Andre O'Neal

tendent and general superintendent, closing out his
Phoenix, AZ

tenure as director emeritus. He and his wife Rosetta
are members of Unity Temple Church in Detroit.

Daryl Stedham
Inglewood, CA

Suffragan Bishops

Melvyn Y. Little ETA G RAD UATES

Hopkinsville, KY
The International Christian Education Auxiliary announces the

Jevonn A. Mcintosh, Sr. 2023 graduates of the Evangelical Teachers Association (ETA)
Mobile, AL
Megan Battle Wilma Lawrence Reginald Qualls, Jr.
Baltimore, MD (Advanced) Parkville, MD
ORDINATIONS Rocky Mount, NC
Garesa Commings Chantay Ward
Elders Eau Claire, Wl Oswald Marsh Rocky Mount, NC
: Wake Forest, NC
Eric Campbell, Buffalo, NY Doris Gibson Kimberly Wilkins
Beatrice Crandell, Washington, D.C. Rochester, NY Stacy Fleet McDonald (Advanced)
i Rocky Mount, NC
Marlene Jones, Joliet, IL Parkville, MD y

Rickey Kearney, Buffalo, NY

Sean Kelly, Detroit, Ml

Darren Kimbrough, Lansing, Ml

Renee Nance, Buffalo, NY Elzie W. Young Scholarship Recipients
Gwendolyn Orndorff, Louisville, KY The International Youth Conference (I'YC) awarded a total of $2,000
Debra Simmes, Baltimore, MD in scholarship funds this year. The recipients are:

David Street, Sr., Washington, D.C. . ) . . . )
e Charmaine Brown, attending Wayne State University; Major: Nursing

* Trinity Edwards, attending Morgan State University; major: Musical Theater
* Mercedes Ellis, attending UC Santa Barbara; Major: Studio Art
* Nicholas Paxton, attending Morgan State University; Major: Accounting

Latoia Russell-Williams, Joliet, IL
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Deaf Ministry at Kingdom Work

A video posted to social
media by the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing Auxiliary went

| viral with more than ten
thousand likes, showing the
ministry in action at the
Wednesday night service.
The video captures sign
language interpreter Corrine
King using tactical signing,
== a method of hand touch com-
munication for people who

have both hearing and vision
loss. Evangelist Claudia, who is deaf and losing her eyesight,
understood everything that was being signed and was able to
enjoy the service via this method of communication. Viewers
noted the passionate commitment to the work by King in spite
of the uncomfortable position on her knees, and noted Evange-
list Claudia responding to the rhythm of the song “Late in the
Midnight Hour” as if she could hear the beat. Through God,
the interpretation allowed Claudia to feel His anointing and
respond to what she could not see or hear. The auxiliary is on
post at every annual event to provide sign language at the con-
ference worship services and welcomes others to join the
ministry. Elder Andrea Wallace is the auxiliary director.

The Church Nerds Podcast

If you're on social media
pretty regularly, you've
probably come across a
new podcast called The
Church Nerds Podcast.
This ingenious show
features conversations
around what the creators call the 4Cs: Comics +
Cinema + Community + Christ. The idea was con-
ceived at IHC22 in Palm Springs, California, and is
the collaborative brainchild of seven longtime
friends — Jeriman Baldwin, Andre Buford, Bryan
Evans, Norman Heath II, Gabriel Jorden, Brandon
Travis, and Derrell Walls. During the convocation,
the group found themselves shooting the breeze
late into the night, discussing a variety of topics
they all shared a love for and the rest was history.
While the podcast is not PCAFI-affiliated, some
episodes feature PCAFI-related stories such as the
recent IHC23 recap, and the group members are all
a part of the organization, serving in various ways
in technology and media. The show airs every Fri-
day at 7:00 p.m. (EST) on Facebook and YouTube
and can be found on Spotify, Apple Podcast, and
Google PodPodcast. Check it out!

1
CHURCH }J" ------  CAPITAL
c} WHERE WE MAKE LENDING EASY

FULLER

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

L0GOS

— THANKS TO OUR IHC23 SPONSORSL——

THONNEX

Virtual Platform Access

This year’s registered
conference attendees can

access the 6Connex virtual
portal until October 3, 2023,
to relive and enjoy many
aspects of the conference
over and over again.
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CHURCH & MINISTRY

Resources

for Churches

Pew Research Center Releases Survey
on Online Religious Services

About a quarter of U.S. adults regularly watch religious
services online or on TV, and most of them are highly sat-
isfied with the experience, according to a new Pew
Research Center survey. The survey of more than 11,000
U.S. adults was conducted in November 2022, well after
the height of the coronavirus pandemic but before the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention declared an
end to the COVID-19 public health emergency. It's been
clear for more than two years that the video technology
that helped Americans stay in touch with relatives, friends
and colleagues during COVID-19 lockdowns was also
helping many to connect with houses of worship. From
kitchens or living rooms, in their Sunday best, pajamas, or
something in between, those with an internet connection
and a screen could pray along with other virtual attend-
ees, listen to sermons, and sing along with choirs, all in
real time. What wasn't clear, though, was how people felt
about these virtual experiences. Would they keep
watching services on screens, even after they thought it
was safe to attend in person? What did they like about
joining services remotely? What didn’t they like? The
survey was designed to explore these kinds of questions.

Broadly speaking, the survey finds that most Americans
who watch religious services on screens are happy with
them. Two-thirds of U.S. adults who regularly stream reli-
gious services online or watch them on TV say they are
either “extremely satisfied” or “very satisfied” with the
services they see. Similar shares express satisfaction with
the sermons they hear during virtual services. In addition,
a little more than half say they are highly satisfied with

THE VOICE |

the music at worship services they join online or watch
on TV. At the same time, Americans tend to give higher
marks to worshipping together in person. While majori-
ties express satisfaction with virtual services, even bigger
shares of physical attenders say they feel extremely or
very satisfied with the sermons (74%) and music (69%) at
the services they attend in person.

—Source: Pew Research Center at pewresearch.org

%1‘ R

Presiding Bishop Gates’s Sunday sermon at Kingdom Apostolic Ministries in Indianapolis is lives-

treamed to the online community during the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown, September 2020.

Something to think about

As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and
online services become very convenient, it's important to
remember why church attendance for you and your family
matters so much. You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have
community of faith on your sofa. You can't experience the
power of a room full of believers worshipping together on your
sofa. Christians aren't consumers. We are contributors. We don't
watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We
pray by laying hands on the hurting. We do life together. The
church needs you. And you need the church.
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CHURCH & MINISTRY

Resources

for Churches

Why the Church Must Address
the Mental Health Crisis of the
Next Generation

The mental health crisis of the next genera-
tion has become an increasing and signifi-
cant concern, and mental health profess-
ionals are sounding the alarm. Recent
studies have shown that young peo-

. ple, especially those in their teenage
years, are experiencing increased levels of depres-
sion, anxiety, and suicidal ideation.

It is well known that people often seek out a faith
leader before they will see a mental health profes-
sional. The church is a place of refuge and support
and can provide a safe and supportive environment
where young people can express their feelings and
receive help without fear of judgment. It can help
them develop healthy coping mechanisms and
improve their quality of life. Moreover, the Bible calls
us to care for one another: Carry each other’s burdens,
and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2).

How churches can address youth mental health

* Educate church leaders and members

* Partner with mental health professionals

* Offer resources and referrals

* Provide opportunities for service and connection
* Provide education and awareness

* Encourage healthy lifestyle habits

* Promoting spiritual growth

—Source: The American Association of Christian Counselors.
Visit aacc.net.

L4

C i‘? A Brief Introduction to
. _Ib Artifical Intelligence

Artificial intelligence, commonly known as Al, is the
ability of machines to replicate, simulate, or enhance
human intellect. It has been used in computer
programs for years but is now applied to many
other products and services. Simply put, Al is what
operates the devices we just can’t live without.
Every time you use a smart device or some sort of
slick technology—be it a smartwatch, smart speaker,
security alarm, or even customer service chat box-
—you’re engaging with AL If you've ever asked Siri
to help find your AirPods or told Amazon Alexa to
turn off the lights, then you've interacted with one
of the most common forms of artificial intelligence
permeating everyday life. Other examples include
manufacturing robots, self-driving cars, healthcare
management, automated financial investing, virtual
travel booking agent, and social media monitoring.
Al will increasingly take over our lives, in all its
facets. It is a complex topic that can provide interest-
ing and perhaps necessary conversations by church
leaders to think through the potential impact, and
gauge understanding, receptivity, moral belief,
ethical use, and other sentiments.

If you're wondering how you can
use Al in a ministry context or if
you're wrestling through implica-
tions and ramifications, this
brand-new guide, developed in
part by Church Tech Today,
provides practical steps to take.

Download for free at

churchfuel.com/free/.

THE VOICE | FALL 2023 19



International

Christian
Education

Auxiliary

Elder Michael Wilson, Director
iceaquestions@att.net

ICEA is proud to offer the following classes and resources
for your lifelong learning and spiritual edification!

PCAFI
International Christian
Education Auxiliary

gﬂryiwfmo Vll{,}ﬁ! )
SUNDAY

SCHOOL

WHY SATURDAY NIGHT?

JOIN STUDENTS FROM EVERY SATURDAY EVENING

AROUND THECOUNTRY | 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. EST
State-wide instructors o J
Systematic study

testing Qptionalca-in:
(312) 626 6799
Great Zoom fellowship sse7se2eiy (DSBS

For ‘email net

Saturday Night Sunday

School

This weekly session is Ideal for
anyone who would like a virtual
systematic study of God's Word.
Sessions are also for students
and teachers who would like to
be better prepared for Sunday
morning study. Join the call every
Saturday at 7:00 p.m.

Zoom meeting ID: 836 7982 8137
Optional call-in: 312-626-6799

N EDUCATION AUXILIARY (ICEA) A\
CHURCH MEMBERSAND
MINISTERS' PERSONAL
—&7 DEVELOPMENT & TRAINING

o Zoom ID: 836 7982 8137
Optonst O in Nuambers
(646, 568.7788 O (91)626-690
Meeting 0: 6987962 6137

190 Biblically-related
Thematic Classes

These free personal development
classes are held on Thursdays at
7:30 p.m. on Zoom. Down-

load the brochure from the PCAFI
website to view and select the
classes you wish to take. You can
register as an individual or as a
group. To register, simply send an
email to iceaquestions@att.net.

190 THEMATIC AND BIBLICALLY-RELATED 1-HOUR CLASSES ‘

PCAFI International Christian Education Auxliary (ICEA)

Lesons From-ife Seres for Adulis & Their Fanilies

j%wu%:

PRACTICAL WISDOM FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Facing Life’s Challenges
Through Biblical Studies

- Narigators -
POAFI Instr

Proverbs: Navigating
Life. Practical Wisdom
for the Whole Family

This Lessons-From-Life Series
presents biblical training from the
book of Proverbs and is designed
to help students navigate the
times we are living in using the
Bible as our guide. This resource
is available for your church and
personal studies at pcafintl.org.

(Copyright notice and guidelines apply).

Visit the ICEA website/blog where you will find over 100 articles written
by PCAFI authors, as well as other resources, information, and updates.

pcaficea.wordpress.com
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENTCE

NOV 30-DEC 2

°mmm;;IEEE

Watch for registration and details 2023

Kingdom Apostolic Ministries | 4900 E. 38th Street | Indianapolis, Indiana

6 7 TH A NNUA AL

BISHOPS BOARD MEETING

MARCH 6-9 AND LEAD CONFERENCE

2024

INDIANAPOLIS IN

LEADERSHIP EMPOWERMENT AD_‘\iIiANCEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Register Now o g
BUNDLE OPTIONS AVAILABLE! ( INGDOM APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES) IN-PERSON

WWW.pcafintI.org 4900 E. 38TH STREET | INDIANAPOLIS, IN ONLINE
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THE 67TH ANNUAL

= INTERNATIONAL
HOLY CONVOCATION

GROWTH

CONFERENCE

DALLAS

JULY 19-24, 2024

P /-
\%\gﬁé\J Bl 2
LD

The 68th International Holy Convocation

20235

Conference registration opens July 2024 |

|
/// " WN | | |
f [
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HILTON ANATOLE
2201 N. STEMMONS FWY
DALLAS, TX

IN-PERSON | ONLINE

Register Now
BUNDLE OPTIONS AVAILABLE!
www.pcafintl.org

This is our first-ever international
destination! Passports and travel
visas are required for non-residents.
If you don't already have these docu-
ments, don't delay in obtaining
them.

Please note: The PCAFI is not able to
assist individuals in securing pass-
ports. Scan the code for the FAQ at
travel.state/gov.

@]

travel.state/gov/passports




OAVE ! EDATES

2022w

SEPTEMBER 14-17
4900 E. 38TH STREET | INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

BISHOP LAMBERT W. GATES, SR.
HOST PASTOR

SCAN QR CODE TO REGISTER
WWW,LWGATESMINISTRIES.ORG

PCAFI HISTORY BOOK

ON RECORD:
Less than twenty books are left in our inventory! This 2 5 THE HISTORY

OF THE PCAFI

book is only a one-time print edition. Don’t miss
A2 f 2%y o
out—purchase your book today! Digital download o) 4

available for $10. Visit pcafintl.org to order.

Learn everything there is to know about the PCAFI from 1957-2022.
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FOR
INTERNATIONAL
UNITY

fast

Every first Wednesday
Midnight-4:00 p.m.

&

pray

Join the prayer call
Every Wednesday at 6:00 a.m.

Dial-in: 844-992-4726
Access: 132-913-0943




