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727 Churches• 28 Dioceses
23 Auxiliaries • 52 Countries
10,000+ Members
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Articles of Faith:
• We believe the Holy Bible is the inspired Word of God.
• We believe in the Oneness of God—that there are three manifestations of the one God: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
• We believe the name by which God is known is Lord Jesus Christ.
• We believe in the virgin birth, death, burial, and bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.
• We believe in baptism in water in the name of Jesus according to Acts 2:38, and the infilling of the
Holy Spirit according to Acts 2:4. This constitutes the new birth spoken of by the Lord Jesus
Christ in John 3:5.
• We believe in living a holy, consecrated, and sanctified life.
• We believe in the translation of the saints, commonly known as the rapture (I Thess. 4:13-17).
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Bishop Lambert W. Gates, Sr.
Welcome! This informational brochure has been prepared for
anyone who has an interest in our organization. This is just a
snapshot view of some of our key elements. You can find
more in-depth information on our website at pcafintl.org. The
PCAFI is a Pentecostal denomination standing strong in the
Apostolic faith. We are a warm and welcoming body of believers committed to sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
around the world, and dedicated to our fellowship with one
another through the various components of our worldwide
ministry. Whether you are considering joining our ranks as a
church or individual, or just perusing this brochure to find out

more about us, we hope that you will find something that captures your interest, such that you will want to become a part
of our beautiful PCAFI family!

Presiding Bishop Gates is senior pastor of the multicampus Kingdom Apostolic Ministries based in Detroit, Michigan, and Indianapolis, Indiana. His distinction as one pastor in multiple locations attests to the call on his life for expansive ministry. He is the
founder of L.W. Gates Ministries and serves on the Board of Trustees at Martin University in Indianapolis. A graduate of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, he is a
former high school English teacher, a position he held for several years before answering God’s call to the pastorate. He is married to Nancy Franklin Gates and they have
two sons, Lambert, Jr. (Erika) and Cameron, and two granddaughters.
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Executive Board

Executive Bishops Cabinet

The PCAFI Executive Board is
composed of the following groups:
• Board of Bishops
• Board of Directors
• Honorary Bishops
• Suffragan Bishops
• District Elders
Gates

Moore

Board of Directors

Chapman

Bishop Lambert W. Gates, Sr.
Chairman
Bishop J.E. Moore
Vice Chairman
Bishop James Chapman
General Secretary

Dockery

Leslie

Bishop T. David Dockery, Sr.
Assistant General Secretary

Frazier

Bishop Lambert W. Gates, Sr., Presiding Bishop and
President of the Corporation
Bishop J.E. Moore, Assistant Presiding Bishop and

Bishop John T. Leslie, Jr.
General Treasurer
Bishop Gary W. Frazier, Sr.
Assistant General Treasurer

Vice President of the Corporation (Former presider
2008-2016)

Pastor Viola Cullars
Board Member

Bishop James Chapman, General Secretary

Deacon Stephen Leslie
Board Member

Bishop T. David Dockery, Sr., Assistant General Secretary
Bishop John T. Leslie, Jr., General Treasurer
Bishop Gary W. Frazier, Sr., Assistant General Treasurer

Bishop Robert McKinstry
Board Member
Suffragan Bishop Steven Staten
Board Member
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The Pentecostal Churches of the Apostolic Faith International (PCAFI) was founded by
Bishop Samuel N. Hancock and officially incorporated on November 20, 1957. Those
present to execute the incorporation were Bishop Hancock, Bishop Willie Lee, Bishop
Heardie Leaston, and Elder David Collins. Established from its inception as a Oneness
Pentecostal organization practicing baptism by full water immersion, the group sought to
create an organization that stood for the highest standards of holiness. It is one of twelve
major organizations born from the womb of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World between 1919 and 1960. Hancock served as the presiding bishop until his death in 1963.
Today, with churches across the globe, the PCAFI remains committed to its trademark of
spiritual excellence and integrity on behalf of the Apostolic faith.

Past Presiders

Founder—Bishop
Samuel N. Hancock
(1883-1963)
Tenure: 1957-1963

Bishop
Willie Lee
(1901-1969)
Tenure: 1963-1964

Bishop
Elzie W. Young
(1913-1989)
Tenure: 1964-1989

Bishop
D. Rayford Bell
(1923-2013)
Tenure: 1990-2000

Bishop
Alfred Singleton
(1928-2017)
Tenure: 2000-2008

Bishop
J.E. Moore
(1939- )
Tenure: 2008-2016
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Bishop Samuel N. Hancock

Samuel Nathan Hancock was born November 9, 1883, in Columbia, Adair County, Kentucky,
and moved with his family to Indianapolis, Indiana, as a young child. At age 22, he was baptized
and filled with the Holy Ghost under the pastorate of Bishop Garfield T. Haywood. Called to the
ministry, he was ordained as a minister of the Gospel by the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World
(PAW) and became assistant pastor to Bishop Haywood at Christ Temple Apostolic Faith Assembly in Indianapolis. In 1921, he moved to Detroit, Michigan, to assume the pastorate of a small
mission which became known as Clinton Street Greater Bethlehem Temple Church and grew to a
membership of more than 3,000 parishioners. In 1927, he was elevated to the bishopric by the
PAW. In 1957, Bishop Hancock, along with four other men organized the Pentecostal Churches

of the Apostolic Faith Association where he served as its presiding bishop until his death on August 18, 1963. He left behind thousands of people drawn to Christ through his works and ministry, a thriving organization with hundreds of churches, and a spiritual and humanitarian mark on
the city of Detroit and the world.

7
7

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PCAFI

//

2022

When you become a member, you are entitled to vote in our elections of officers, you are
eligible to serve in various positions, you have access to ministry and leadership training
tools and resources, and you receive exclusive discounts and perks on products and services. But most importantly, you become a part of the lifeblood of our great ever-growing
body of believers. We look forward to connecting with you!
Visit our membership page at www.pcafintl.org:
 If you are a pastor of a non-PCAFI church who is interested in bringing your church
into our organization
 If you are an individual who is a member of a PCAFI church but have never registered as a member of the organization
 If you are an individual who is a registered member of the organization and need to
renew your annual membership
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• Bishops Board Meeting and L.E.A.D. Conference
Held annually in February/March
• International Holy Convocation GROWTH Conference
Held annually in July
• IEEE Conference
International Youth Conference
• Royalty Weekend
International Women’s Forum
• Men’s Conference
International King’s Men Auxiliary
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The PCAFI believes that Christians have a responsibility to join God in His redemptive, compassionate, holistic work toward all people throughout the earth. Some of our global impact efforts to support
this credence include:
Evangelism and Outreach
The International Evangelism and Outreach Auxiliary spearheads programs and events that reach out
and evangelize the spiritually lost and responds to the human needs of local communities.

Missions
The Global Missions Auxiliary supports multiple churches and schools in Africa, Haiti, and the Philippines, and is increasing its reach with potential connections in the United Kingdom and South Africa.
Its ongoing mission is to teach and train believers in evangelism and worldwide emergency response.
PCAFI Cares
This initiative coordinates the response, support, and resources to natural disasters and emergencies
that occur across the globe. In recent years, its efforts have included support to hurricanes in Haiti,
Puerto Rico, and the Bahamas, floods in Texas, the water crisis in Mississippi; earthquake in Haiti, and
churches affected by the coronavirus pandemic.
Church Development Auxiliary
The Church Development Auxiliary works to establish churches in unevangelized and underevangelized areas of North America, and provides financial and other means of ongoing support to
home churches. This auxiliary administers the Christmas for Christ Campaign that raises funds to enlist, train, and support personnel to carry out their established works and programs.
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PCAFI THEME:

“To be effective in advancing God's Kingdom,
we must rightly assess where we have been,
where we are right now, and where it is
we desire to go as an organization. We must
not be afraid to go wherever God takes us.
He will preserve us on the journey!”
— Presiding Bishop Gates
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Pentecostal Churches of the Apostolic Faith International
723 S. 45th Street | Louisville, KY 40211
headquarters@pcafintl.org
502-778-7948

